Cortlan Wickliff

Young and Driven Overdrive-

Kiese Laymon
Heavy-
“I wanted to write a lie. I wanted that lie to be titillating. I wrote that lie. It was titillating. You would have loved

it. I discovered nothing. You would have loved it. I started over and wrote what we hoped I’d forget.”

“] wanted to write a lie.
You wanted to read a lie.
I wrote this to you instead...”

Very few folk in this nation has any desire to reckon with where we’ve been, which means very few folk in this

nation want to be free.

“You gave me a southern black laboratory to work with words. In that space I learned how to assemble memory

and imagination when I most wanted to die.”

Swim in the deep end... metaphor fused with intoxication and substance abuse? Alleviating the weight, you
carry?

“I got on my knees and prayed to God not to hear you wailing under the weight of a revolutionary black man
from Mississippi...I downed a few mason jars of box wine until I forgot the shape of the sound I was running
from...The wailing did not stop. I hated my body.... Early the next morning, I had my first wet dream. I was
afraid to tell you what my body did while you were with Malachi Hunter because I knew you’d ask me why.”
His parent to child relationship is unbelievably sexually charged. I can afford the single mother to only son
dynamic close-knit relations but I’'m not sure I can engage the titillation of this text. I am certain, it is not just a
Kiese Laymon thing.

The weaponization of shame in the context of white supremacy.

I will tell you that white folk and white power often helped make me feel gross, criminal, angry, and scared as a

child, but they could never make me feel intellectually incapable because I was your child
I will show her how much softer my thighs have gotten over the years since I stopped trying to disappear

Heavy — Analytical Essay



Our Kind of Ridiculous - Analytical Essay

How to Kill Yourself Slowly in America 2013 Edition: Authors Note —

“I was slowly coming to understand that the novel I wanted to be read would never be published.”

“I wanted my work to be a site of the catastrophic and the pleasurable, the public and the private, and the
awkwardly destructive and the wholly sublime.”

“[M]y most meaningful discoveries about the act of being human have come through the solitary act of listening
to turning pages, rereading clumsy passages, and marking up the shifty sides of texts.”

“I’m not sure I’ve done anything I hoped to do, but I’'m thankful you’ve given the voices and sentences in my
blood, a chance to work with you. This is how to slowly kill yourself and others in America.”

Prologue — We will Never Ever Know: Letters to Uncle Jimmy —

“What makes me despicable is that one of the responsibilities of American writers is to broaden the confines,
sensibilities, and generative capacity of American literature by broadening the audience to whom we write, and

hoping that broadened audience writes back with brutal imagination, magic, and brilliance. Echo.”

Worst of White Folk-

“I understood that when Mama said, ‘white folks,” she meant the worst of white folks. I knew this literally
because there were so many different types of white folks on television, and the only white folks I knew
personally at the time... were complicated, caring white folks who didn’t want me dead. The truth was that you
didn’t have to know white folks personally to understand what the worst of white folks nudged you and your
family to feel and do.”

How They Do In Oxford-
“I’m wondering what it means for me to claim ownership over Black culture in Mississippi after having been
away for the same amount of time I’ve lived there. The moral authority to critique Mississippi generally, and

Oxford specifically, definitely belongs to someone. I'm not at all sure that someone is me.”

Echo: Mychal, Darnell, Kiese, Kai, and Marlon-
“[Even] though I knew, the first time that I tried to end my life, that I needed help more than the helping

profession needed me.... Dreams, when I could actually sleep, were a welcome escape from life.”



“We are experts in the art of killing because we know what it’s like to be killed, maligned, have our spirits
deadened, and our bodies pillaged. We know. But we cannot demonstrate our knowledge by rearticulating the

very violences that have been used to murder us.”

I need your help,

Kiese Laymon

“You’re right Kiese, love can’t be attained through ownership- love is a relationship that must be cultivated
through honesty. The truth can hurt, but a lie will never set you free.... Please love me enough to tell me the
truth.”

“But what of the scars that you can’t see? You ever go so deep and remember the things you didn’t know you
were reminding yourself to forget?”

You are the Second Person-

Real black writers.

In case you dig the vision.

“You know far too well why a first or third person could self-righteously claim innocence in matters of love and
loss”

Double entendrum? First person point of view, third person point of view?

“I can create an audience for this novel with these essays I’ve been writing.”

The confidence, the ambition, the faith in his work when nobody else believed in him.

“Wanda’s book, and all the other covers, really did look like greasy children’s menus at Applebee’s. Your eyes
watered as you googled the published authors Brandon had signed two years after he signed you. You wanted

your name on an Applebee’s menu too.”
““You’re the second person I’ve diagnosed with this today.... You seem like you’re holding something in. Fear

is okay, you know. Do you have any questions?’

I don’t know what’s wrong with me. I just want my grandma to think I am a real writer.”

“I can’t put my name on a book that you want written and its apparent that you won’t put your companies name

on the book I want read.”



“You wondered why you started the piece with ‘Alone you...” You are the I to no one in the world, not even
yourself.”

“I’ve written my way out of death and destruction before. I'm trying to do it again.”

“You look up.
You close your eyes.
You breathe.

You look down and you keep on writing, revising, and imagining, because that’s what real black writers do.”

James Baldwin
The Fire Next Time: Letter to my nephew -

“It is not permissible that the authors of devastation should also be innocent. For it is the innocence which

constitutes the crime.”

“One thing I cannot forgive my countrymen of is that they are killing tens of thousands and they do not know it
and they do not want to know it.”

Anybody who depends on the goodwill of white people is himself delusional.

It will be hard, James, but you come from sturdy, peasant stock, men who picked cotton and dammed
rivers and built railroads, and, in the teeth of the most terrifying odds, achieved an unassailable and monumental
dignity. You come from a long line of great poets, some of the greatest poets since Homer. One of them said,
The very time I thought I was lost, My dungeon shook, and my chains fell off.

You know, and I know, that the country is celebrating one hundred years of freedom one hundred years
too soon. We cannot be free until they are free. God bless you, James, and Godspeed.

Your uncle,
James

- James Baldwin

Stranger in the Village -

“The strain of denying the overwhelmingly undeniable forces Americans into rationalizations so fantastic, that

they approached the pathological.”

“People who shut their eyes to reality simply invite their own destruction, and anyone who insists on remaining

in a state of innocence long after that innocence is dead turns himself into a monster.”




Ralph Ellison

Harlem is Nowhere-

“Not that the negro is worse off in the north than in the south, but that in the north he surrenders and does not
replace certain important supporters to his personality... He surrenders the protection of his peasant cynicism-
his refusal to hope for the fulfillment of hopeless hopes and his sense of being ‘at home in the world’ gained

from confronting and accepting (for day-to-day living, at least) the obscene absurdity of his predicament.”
Harlem is Nowhere- Analytical Essay

Richard Wright's Blues-
“His response was likewise violent, and it has been his need to give that violence significance which has shaped

his writings.”

“For the Negro there is relative safety as long as the impulse towards individuality is suppressed. (Lynchings
have occurred because Negroes painted their homes.) And it is the task of the Negro family to adjust the child to

the Southern milieu.”

What America Would Be Like Without Blacks-

“For today it is the black American who puts pressure upon the nation to live up to its ideals. It is he who gives
creative tension to our struggle for justice and for the elimination of those factors, social and psychological,
which make for slums and shaky suburban communities. It is he who insists that we purify the American
language by demanding that there be a closer correlation between the meaning of words and reality, between
ideal and conduct, our assertions and our actions. Without the black American, something irrepressibly hopeful
and creative would go out of the American spirit, and the nation might well succumb to the moral slobbism that

has always threatened its existence from within.”

The Haverford Statement-

“The only way to be an effective negro is by being the most perceptive and responsible American Intellectual.”

“Far too frequently black youth have been forced to depend upon the intellectuals of other groups for
interpretations of their relationship to the larger society. In fact, other groups of intellectuals have given more

time to the task than we have ourselves.”

“But instead of plunging in and testing themselves against the unknown, they choose rather to argue with the
deficiencies of the past and to direct accusations against their parents. They accuse us of lacking manhood and
courage, and they have declared themselves a new breed, which perhaps they are.”



The Art of Fiction: An Interview-
“If the Negro, or any other writer, is going to do what’s expected of him, he’s lost the battle before he takes the

field.”

“Interviewer: Would you say that the search for identity is primarily an American theme?

“Ellison: It is the American theme. The nature of our society is such that we are prevented from knowing who

we are.”

Invisible man is always on the run and doesn’t question where or whence he is going.

That Same Pain That Same Pleasure: An Interview —

“It was important for me to know a boy who could approach the intricacies of electronics with such daring and
whose mind was intellectually aggressive. Knowing him led me to expect much more of myself and of the

world.

“Although it was not a part of my own life, I never thought they were not for me simply because I happened to

be a negro.”

“There’s a world in which you wear your Sunday clothes every Sunday, and there’s a world in which you wear
your Sunday clothes every day.”

Definitely believed in the upward social mobility of negroes and a societal meritocracy. “If you worked for
it...you could finally achieve it.”

ELLISON: I can remember very vividly. Richard Wright had just come to New York and was editing a little
magazine. | had read a poem of his which I liked, and when we were introduced by a mutual friend, he
suggested that I try to review a novel for his magazine. My review was accepted and published and so I was
hooked.

ELLISON: Dissatisfied? I was too amazed with watching the process of creation. I didn't understand quite what
was going on, but by this time I had talked with Wright a lot and he was very conscious of technique. He talked
about it not in terms of mystification but as writing know-how. "You must read so-and-so," he'd say. "You have
to go about learning to write consciously. People have talked about such and such a problem and have written
about it.”

“Our negro situation is changing rapidly, but so much which we’ve gleaned through the harsh discipline of
negro American life is simply too precious to be lost.... Times change, but these possessions must endure
forever. Not simply because they define us as a group, but because the represent man’s triumph over chaos.”



“As for my writer's necessity of cashing in on the pain undergone by my people, and remember, I write of the
humor as well, writing is my way of confronting, often for the hundredth time, that same pain and that same

pleasure. It is my way of seeing that it be not in vain.”
Indivisible Man— Essay

“Perhaps future sociologists will say that they possess superior athletic abilities because of biological
advantages peculiar to blacks; but perhaps by then each of these black boys will have gained enough of a sense
of who he is to reply, ‘I'm good at what I do because I practiced it all my life.' The encouragement of this sort:
self-definition, has become almost a crusade with Ellison. But I also recognize that if I ran down and waved my
arms and shouted to them, "Did you know that Ralph Ellison watches you play every afternoon?" they would
continue to shoot at the basket and answer, ‘Who is Ralph Ellison?’"

"He spoke at Tugaloo last year," a black exchange student at Santa Cruz told me. "I can't stand the man."
”Why?"

"I couldn't understand what he was saying. He wasn't talking to us."

All of these experiences seem to have equal weight in his mind... he is likely to begin a discussion with
observations he made when he was a shoeshine boy.

“The underlying assumption is that whites have a monopoly on individuality and intelligence and in order for a

black man to lay claim to his, own he must change colors.

“Over and over, I see black kids' who are dropping out or rejecting intellectual disciplines as though what exists
now will always exist and as though they don’t have the possibility of changing it by using these disciplines as
vehicles to affirm their sense of what a human life should be. It’s there where I get upset.”

Deliberate repetition as it concerns condemning black boys for not prioritizing education but acknowledging the
vehicles of white supremacy that inform this culture. Reference the Haverford Statement: “But instead of
plunging in and testing themselves against the unknown, they choose rather to argue with the deficiencies of the
past and to direct accusations against their parents... they have declared themselves a new breed, which perhaps
they are.”

“When blacks come right along they said, you’ve been brainwashed: well, they don’t realize that they’re the

ones who have been programed.”



“Wright was right. We have that and have always had it. American writers have not yet learned to use what has
been available to us: that listening post, that point of observation, which puts one in the position of making
judgments, of seeing, or of exercising sympathy.”

Ralph Ellison’s comments on notions presented by Richard Wright in his novel The Outsiders: an attempt to
project the possibilities of negro writers with their position as the black domestic, housekeeper, and servant; the
ability to be inside the American experience whilst concurrently being outside of it.

“When we study the position of great writers by social class, or by function, we find that they were in the
position to observe from the very top of the society to the very bottom.... These are positions of observation,
positions where values can be studied in action. And we have to do more of that. We have to project the

imagination.”
“But I do say that sometimes you can ger so uptight about your disadvantages that you ignore your advantages.

And sometimes we are encouraged to talk about how bad we are treated, and this becomes a sort of perverse
titillation for white people.”

“A writer writes out of his own family background, out of his own immediate community, during his formative
period. And he writes out of his own talent and his own individual vision. Now if he doesn’t, if he tries to hey
away from that by bending it in sine ideological line, then he is depriving the group of his uniqueness.”

He must interpret the experience of the group through his own anecdotal presentation.

Invisible Man — Novel

“A matter of construction of their inner eyes, those eyes with which they look through their physical eyes upon
reality.”

It’s all behind the eyes.

“Something in this man’s thick head had sprung out and beaten him within an inch of his life.”

“Beware of those who speak of the spiral of history; they are preparing a boomerang. Keep a steel helmet

ready.”

“To be unaware of one’s form is to live a death. I myself, after existing some twenty years, did not become alive

until I discovered my invisibility.”

“And so, I play the invisible music of my isolation. The last statement doesn’t seem just right, does it? But it is;

you hear the music because music is heard and seldom seen, except by musicians.”

Boomeranging of my expectations. ?!?1?!?



“I the knowledge which each of you, daughters and granddaughters, sons and grandsons of slaves, all of you
partake in the dream in the bright and well-equipped classrooms.”

“For though I had not intended it, any act that endangered the continuity of the dream was an act of treason.”
There’s always an element of crime within freedom.

Invisibility is employed analogous to the white folks expecting nothing and very little of you

“Thoughts evaded me, hiding in the vast stretch of clinical whiteness to which I seemed connected only by a
scale of receding greys... There was no getting around it, I could no more escape than I could think of my
identity.”

Chapter 11- Invisible man undergoes his personality altering procedure in the factory hospital after his accident,
which is when he says “Somehow I felt responsible” ... “Nor was I up to being both criminal and detective,

though why criminal I don’t know.”

In the conversation he has with his former factory employer, where he is fired from his job, he asks himself, “Is
he in on it too? Does he know Mr. Norton or Bledsoe?”

“We, he, him, my mind and I were no longer getting around in the same circles.
Page 285- Employment of the word shame, Context: the couple in their 80’s is evicted and they have nothing on
the street to show for it, they are a law abiding people, so they ferociously and gracefully clear the streets and

sidewalk of clutter and return the stuff where it belongs.

From Blinded by the Whites by Ikard, “Being active in this instance means that he turns the tables on
Monopolated Power and Light, putting them on the run as they scramble to find the source of this power loss.”

The Novel as a Function of American Democracy —

“Some voices had to be raised to remind Americans that they were not Europeans... Emersons essays fulfilled a
need”

“There is nothing like having a harsh reality nudging you along to make you feel that there is some virtue in
song... When we are closest to the tragic realities of human existence, we have a deeper appreciation for song

and for the lyric mode.”



Martin Luther King Jr.

Letter From a Birmingham Jail — Analytical Essay

“We can never forget that everything Hitler did in Germany was legal and everything the Hungarian freedom
fighters did in Hungary was illegal. It was illegal to aid and comfort a Jew in Hitler's Germany. But I am sure
that if I had lived in Germany during that time, I would have aided and comforted my Jewish brothers even
though it was illegal. If I lived in a Communist country today where certain principles dear to the Christian faith

are suppressed, I believe I would openly advocate disobeying these anti-religious laws.”

Fredrick Douglass
What to the Slave is the Fourth of July-

“Fellow citizens, I am not wanting in respect for the fathers of this republic... They were peace men, but they
preferred revolution to peaceful submission to bondage. They were quiet men, but they did not shrink from
agitating against oppression. They showed forbearance; but that they knew its limits. They believed in order, but
not in the order of tyranny. With them, nothing was settled that was not right. With them, justice, liberty, and
humanity were final, not slavery and oppression. You may well cherish the memory of such men. They were
great in their day and generation. But their solid manhood stands out the more we contrast it with these

degenerate times.”

Derick Bell
Faces at the Bottom of the Well-

“By requiring the discriminators to publicize his overt racism... the law may dilute both the financial and the
psychological benefits of racism. Today even the worst racist denies being a racist. Most whites pay a
tremendous price for their reflexive and often unconscious racism, but few are ready to post their racial

preference on a public license...”

Michael Kimmel
Angry White Man-

“Aggrieved entitlement can mobilize one politically, but it is often a mobilization toward the past, not the future,
to restore that which one feels has been lost. It invariably distorts one’s vision and leads to misdirected anger

often at those just below you on the ladder, because clearly, they deserve what they are getting far less than you
do.”



“We are a nation of many races and many cultures, that is true, it has been true from the beginning, but in the
past people would come over and become Americans. Now they come over and they want you to become
them.”

Toni Morrison
Playing in the Dark-

“Living in a nation of people who decide that their worldview would combine agendas for individual freedom

and mechanisms for devastating racial oppression presents a singular landscape for the writer.”

“How compelling is the study of those writers who take responsibility for all of the values they bring to their art.
How stunning is the achievement of those who have searched for and mined a shareable language for the words
to say it.”

“As a writer reading, I came to realize the obvious: the subject of the dream is the dreamer.”

“When matters of race are located and called attention to in American literature, critical response has tended to
be on the order of a humanistic nostrum, or a dismissal mandated by the label "political". Excising the political
from the life of the mind is a sacrifice that has proven costly. I think of this erasure as a kind of trembling
hypochondria always curing itself with unnecessary surgery. A criticism that needs to insist that literature is not
only "universal" but also "race-free" risks lobotomizing that literature and diminishes both the art and the
artist.”

“These images of impenetrable whiteness need contextualizing to explain their extraordinary power, pattern,
and consistency. Because they appear almost always in conjunction with representations of black or Africanist
people who are dead.”

“For in that construction of blackness and enslavement could be found not only the not-free but also, with the
dramatic polarity created by skin color, the projection of the not-me.”

Beloved-

Brady Gibson
Use Your X —

“I conquer your existence until I let you conquer mine.”

“There is no more or less you and I could have done to save us from inquiries that author devastation in the

space that I’ve created for you today. Did she love you more than I did? Says a mother to her lifeless son. A



catoptric tristesse note was left in my room, explaining why she asks what she does. I returned to my room and
rid the paper of construction. Not the ink. It’s been a little over two years and my mom might ask herself what
she asks me every night. I hope the ink on these pages can help her find the answers that she needs, but no book
has the spine to carry what I’ve done.”

“The pique blinking cursor on my screen can free us from the hidden detriment of our minds. Blinks that will
tear us (me) down from the algebraic scaffolding that produces something from the nothing that X gives. When
silence was the only answer afforded to me. Realizing that the absence of conversation says far more and

translates deeper than words could ever.”

John Steinbeck
The Grapes of Wrath —

Chapter 14-

“If this tractor were ours, it would be good, not mine, but ours. Not my land, but ours. We could love that tractor
then as we loved our land when it was ours... But that tractor does two things: it turns the land and turns us off
of it.”

“Keep these two squatting men apart; make them hate, fear, suspect each other. Here is the anlage of the thing

you fear. This is the zygote. For here ‘I lost my land’ is changed; a cell is split and from its splitting grows the
thing you hate. ‘We lost our land.” The danger is here, for two men are not as lonely and perplexed as one.”

29

“[TThe quality of owning freezes you forever into ‘I’, and cuts you off forever from the ‘we’.

Chapter 18-

“Ma’s face blackened with anger.”

“Well, you ain’t in your country now. You’re in California and we don’t want you goddamn okies settling here.”

“Well you ain’t gonna get no steady work. You gonna scrabble for your dinner every day. And you gonna do her
with people looking mean at you. Pick cotton, an’ you gonna be sure them scales aint honest.”

“Pa asked slowly, “Aint it nice out there at all?... Sure, nice to look at, but you can’t have none of it.”



Tom looked down into the water, and he dug his heels into the sand.
“S’pose a fella got work an’ saved, couldn’ he get a little lan’?”

The older man laughed and he looked at his boy, and his silent boy
grinned almost in triumph. And the man said, “You ain’t gonna get no
steady work. Gonna scrabble for your dinner ever’ day. An’ you gonna do
her with people lookin’ mean at you. Pick cotton, an’ you gonna be sure
the scales ain’t honest. Some of ’em is, an’ some of ’em ain’t. But you
gonna think all the scales is crooked, an’ you don’ know which ones. Ain’t
nothin’ you can do about her anyways.”

Pa asked slowly, “Ain’t—ain’t it nice out there at all?”

“Sure, nice to look at, but you can’t have none of it. They’s a grove of
yella oranges—an’ a guy with a gun that got the right to kill you if you
touch one. They’s a fella, newspaper fella near the coast, got a million
acres—"1

Casy looked up quickly, “Million acres? What in the worl’ can he do
with a million acres?”

“I dunno. He jus’ got it. Runs a few cattle. Got guards ever’place to
keep folks out. Rides aroun’ in a bullet-proof car. I seen pitchers of him.
Fat, sof’ fella with little mean eyes an’ a mouth like a ass-hole. Scairt he’s
gonna die. Got a million acres an’ scairt of dyin’.”

Casy demanded, “What in hell can he do with a million acres? What's

he want a million acres for?”

Chapter 19-

“Only means to destroy the revolt were considered, while the causes of the revolt went on.”

“a man might fight for land he's taken food from. Get him off quick! He'll think he owns it. He might even die
fighting for the little plot among the Jimson weeds. We got to keep these here people down or they'll take the
country. They'll take the country. Outlanders, foreigners. Sure, they talk the same language, but they ain't the
same. Look how they live. Think any of us folks'd live like that? Hell, no!”

“Three hundred thousand. If they ever moved under a leader - the end.”

“And the association owners knew that someday the praying would stop. And there’s the end.”



Jesus, what I could do with a couple pigs!

Well, it ain’t yourn, an’ it ain’t gonna be yourn.

What we gonna do? The kids can’t grow up this way.

In the camps the word would come whispering, Theres work at
Shafter. And the cars would be loaded in the night, the highways
crowded—a gold rush for work. At Shafter the people would pile up, five
times too many to do the work. A gold rush for work. They stole away in
the night, frantic for work. And along the roads lay the temptations, the
fields that could bear food.

That’s owned. That ain’t our’n.

Well, maybe we could get a little piece of her. Maybe—a little piece.
Right down there—a patch. Jimson weed now. Christ, I could git enough
potatoes off’n that little patch to feed my whole family!

It ain’t our’n. It got to have Jimson weeds.

Now and then a man tried; crept on the land and cleared a piece, try-
ing like a thief to steal a little richness from the earth. Secret gardens hid-
den in the weeds. A package of carrot seeds and a few turnips. Planted
potato skins, crept out in the evening secretly to hoe in the stolen earth.

Leave the weeds around the edge—then nobody can see what we’re
a-doin’. Leave some weeds, big tall ones, in the middle.

Secret gardening in the evenings, and water carried in a rusty can.

And then one day a deputy sheriff: Well, what you think you’re doin’?

I ain’t doin’ no harm.

I had my eye on you. This ain’t your land. You’re trespassing.

The land ain’t plowed, an’ I ain’t hurtin’ it none.

You goddamned squatters. Pretty soon you’d think you owned it.
You’d be sore as hell. Think you owned it. Get off now.

And the little green carrot tops were kicked off and the turnip greens
trampled. And then the Jimson weed moved back in. But the cop was
right. A crop raised—why, that makes ownership. Land hoed and the car-
rots eaten—a man might fight for land he’s taken food from. Get him off
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quick! He’ll think he owns it. He might even die fighting for the little
plot among the Jimson weeds.

Did ya see his face when we kicked them turnips out? Why, he’d kill
a fella soon’s he’d look at him. We got to keep these here people down or
they’ll take the country. They’ll take the country.

Outlanders, foreigners.

Sure, they talk the same language, but they ain’t the same. Look how
they live. Think any of us folks’d live like that? Hell, no!

In the evenings, squatting and talking. And an excited man: Whyn’t
twenty of us take a piece of lan’> We got guns. Take it an’ say, “Put us off
if you can.” Whyn'’t we do that?

They’d jus’ shoot us like rats.

Well, which’d you ruther be, dead or here? Under groun’ or in a
house all made of gunny sacks? Which’d you ruther for your kids, dead
now or dead in two years with what they call malnutrition? Know what
we et all week? Biled nettles an’ fried dough! Know where we got the
flour for the dough? Swep’ the floor of a boxcar.

Talking in the camps, and the deputies, fat-assed men with guns slung
on fat hips, swaggering through the camps: Give ’em somepin to think
about. Got to keep ’em in line or Christ only knows what they’ll do!
Why, Jesus, they’re as dangerous as niggers in the South! If they ever get
together there ain’t nothin’ that’ll stop ’em.

How can you frighten a man whose hunger is not only in his own cramped stomach but in the
wretched bellies of his children? You can’t scare him—he has known a fear beyond every other.

Chapter 20-

“Tom tried to restrain his hard smothered sobbing.”

“Rich fellas come up and they die and their kids' ain’t no good and they die out but Tom we keep a coming

don’t you fret none, tom. A different time is coming.”

Closest resemblance of Slave hope that I’ve seen so far. Chapter 20 is where Steinbeck highlights the lost

humanity, deterrence and degenerating human spirit.

End of chapter 20 we see Ma comforting Tom in an era when the Man is born to provide, protect and strengthen.

The poor people’s global unit is being strengthened by display of Ma feeding children, Casey sacrificing himself
for Tom, and the exchange between Al and bull simple as he asks for new stuff.

Chapter 22 —

Tom Joad gets some work with his new neighbors in a government camp. The bank owns the farm they working
at and by default the bank owns Thomas, the former owner of the farm.



The Pearl —

The Songs that play, music of the pearl, the songs of the undersea, the songs of hurt; all family heritage
considered, what songs do I hear today? A call to my origins and belief systems alike, the music I hear when I
need to lock in renders the same melodies as the Song of the Pearl that Might be.

“But in the song there was a secret little inner song, hardly perceptible, but always there, sweet, and secret and
clinging, almost hiding in the countermelody, and this was the Song of the Pearl That Might Be, for every shell
thrown in the basket might contain a pearl. Chance was against it, but luck and the gods might be for it. And in
the canoe above him Kino knew that Juana was making the magic of prayer, her face set rigid and her muscles
hard to force the luck, to tear the luck out of the gods' hands, for she needed the luck for the swollen shoulder of
Coyotito. And because the need was great and the desire was great, the little secret melody of the Pearl that
Might be was stronger this morning. Whole phrases of it came clearly and softly into the Song of the Undersea”
“The essence of pearl mixed with essence of men and a curious dark residue was precipitated.

Every man suddenly became related to Kino's pearl, and Kino's pearl went into the dreams, the speculations, the
schemes, the plans, the futures, the wishes, the needs, the lusts, the hungers, of everyone, and only one person
stood in the way and that was Kino, so that he became curiously every man's enemy. The news stirred up
something infinitely black and evil in the town; like hunger in the smell of food, or like loneliness when love is
withheld. The poison sacs of the town began to manufacture venom, and the town swelled and puffed with the
pressure of it.”

“This was to be the day from which all other days would take their arrangement, this they would say ‘It was two

years before we sold the pearl’ or ‘it was six weeks after we sold the pearl’.”

“But the secret hand behind the desk missed in its precision. The coin stumbled over a knuckle and slipped
silently into the dealer’s lap...

And his right hand went behind the desk and pulled another coin from his pocket and the coin rolled back and
forth over his knuckles.”

"We do know that we are cheated from birth to the overcharge on our coffins. But we survive. You have defied
not the pearl buyers, but the whole structure, the whole way of life, and I am afraid for you." "What have I to
fear but starvation?" Kino said.

“And when they came to the water's edge they stopped and stared out over the Gulf. And then Kino laid the rifle
down, and he dug among his clothes, and then he held the great pearl in his hand. He looked into its surface and
it was gray and ulcerous. Evil faces peered from it into his eyes, and he saw the light of burning. And in the
surface of the pearl he saw the frantic eyes of the man in the pool. And in the surface of the pearl he saw
Coyotito lying in the little cave with the top of his head shot away. And the pearl was ugly; it was gray, like a
malignant growth. And Kino heard the music of the pearl, distorted and insane. Kino's hand shook a little, and

he turned slowly to Juana and held the pearl out to her. She stood beside him, still holding her dead bundle over



her shoulder. She looked at the pearl in his hand for a moment and then she looked into Kino's eyes and said
softly, "No, you." And Kino drew back his arm and flung the pearl with all his might. Kino and Juana watched it
go, winking and glimmering under the setting sun. They saw the little splash in the distance, and they stood side
by side watching the place for a long time.

And the pearl settled into the lovely green water and dropped toward the bottom. The waving branches of the
algae called to it and beckoned to it. The lights on its surface were green and lovely. It settled down to the sand
bottom among the fern-like plants. Above, the surface of the water was a green mirror. And the pearl lay on the
floor of the sea. A crab scampering over the bottom raised a little cloud of sand, and when it settled the pearl

was gone.

And the music of the pearl drifted to a whisper and disappeared.”

Mark Twain
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer-

“Work consists of whatever the body is obliged to do. Play consist of whatever the body is not obliged to do.”

“That’s a mighty good nigger Tom. He likes me because I don’t ever act as if [ was above him. Sometimes I set
right down and eat with him. But you needn’t tell that, a body’s got to do things when he’s awfully hungry he
wouldn’t want to do as a steady thing.”

Huck Finn has no pangs of conscience. He feels no qualms about having lifted (stolen) or borrowed certain
items; he feels no compunction to live by the rules of society that has made him the outcast that he is. In fact,
Huck has had a marvelous day because he is getting more to eat that he usually gets in the village.

“When you talked about notching ears and slitting noses, I judged that was your own embellishment, because
white men don’t take that sort of revenge. But an Injun? That’s a different matter altogether.”

“Grub comes too easy, look here Tom, being rich aint what its cracked up to be, it’s just worry and worry and
sweat and sweat.”

To loose / Not to loose

“A robber is higher toned that what a pirate is, as a general thing. In most countries they’re awfully high up in
the nobility, dukes, and such.”



The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn-

A named black character in 19" century American literature !

The One Million Dollar Bank Note -

David Ikard
Blinded by the Whites -

Nation of Cowards-

You attest that Holden alludes to an America in which all people, Black White and Brown, meet difficulty
speaking openly in discussions of race. This contradicts notions presented by in class discussion and the
assertions of Robin DiAngelo, that white people specifically have the hardest time talking about race. Do you
think this is because over time, your heritage and complexion has become what grants the license to talk about

race?

Is Obama, a magical negro, in his own mind? Is he the enlightened exceptionalism?

“Even though a population of black folks are doing well socially and economically in this country, they are
unfortunately the exceptions not the rule. To view their success as evidence that "race" is no longer a major
obstacle to socioeconomic upward mobility for blacks is to render invisible the reality that those who have

"made it" have done so despite racial obstacles not because racial obstacles no longer exists.”

“From 1960 to 2006, black children living in single parent homes increased by 155 percent. Comparably, white
children living in single parent homes increased by a staggering 229 percent.”

“We propose that to foster the kind of grassroot social movement necessary to press our nation and post racial
minded president into action about these crucial race issues, African American communities must first get their
house in order by having uncomfortable conversations about longstanding, taboo cultural issues that inform and,
at times, distort African Americans' thinking about political agency and self-determination. For these
uncomfortable conversations to be useful and transformative, they must expose, challenge and, in some cases,
explode the social terms on which black communities cope with extant white oppression and related acts of
self-imposed victimization. Suffice it to say that a distinct, and perhaps inevitable, possibility exists that such
conversations will be misappropriated in the mainstream by political conservatives and/or many post-racial

thinkers-including some blacks to abdicate white culpability in African American suffering.”



Lovable Racist, Magical Negros, and White Messiahs-

CLR James

The Black Jacobins: Toussaint L’Ouveture and the San Domingo Revolution —

Mulattoes were originally afforded liberty because their whiteness was respected. However, the white intentions
commanding this liberation were flaunt with hedonistic intentions, and the mulattoes were intended to work the
low wage, demeaning jobs that weren’t slavery, but also too degrading for a white man. Unanticipated, was the
mulattoes rise to power and property ownership. White employed restrictive measures to mulatto people, which
was of their distaste, henceforth their position in the revolution, working towards political rights and
recognition. Inadvertently, contrasting agendas divided and pitted the mulattoes against the slaves, exacerbating
an already existing feud between the two peoples.

The revolutionary origins were threefold:

* Whites to protect the state of their nation.
* Blacks to be liberated.
* Mulattoes to be appointed political rights.

The colonial assembly believed the only way to save the colony, post-unification, circa 1792, was to grant
mulatto rights in hopes that they would police the negroes.

Major conflict arose between the little and big whites (poor/rich). Although the first initial slave revolt was
suppressed, slaves lost were still to be considered property, and debt from these assets was still to be owed.
Legislative enforcement in France refused to acknowledge the prospect of waiving these dues. Feuillants and
Jacobins in France, whites, and Mulattoes in San Domingo, were still looking upon the slave revolt as a huge

riot which would be put down in time, once the division between the slave-owners was closed.

Toussaint, with freedom for all in his mind, was in those early months of 1792 organizing out of the thousands
of ignorant and untrained blacks an army capable of fighting European troops.

LeCap becomes home to the birth of a revolt, gathered around the tree of life in a place called Bois Caimen,

slaves from across the African continent and latin America united by vou dou




Ralph Waldo Emerson
Intellect, Essay —

“The most wonderful inspirations die with their subject if he has no hand to paint them to the senses. The ray of
light passes invisible through space and only when it falls on an object is it seen. When the spiritual energy is
directed on something outward, then it is a thought. The relation between it and you first makes you, the value
of you, apparent to me.”

“There is an inequality, whose laws we do not yet know, between two men and between two moments of the

same man, in respect to this faculty.”

“How wearisome the grammarian, the phrenologist, the political or religious fanatic, or indeed any possessed
mortal whose balance is lost by the exaggeration of a single topic. It is incipient insanity. Every thought is a
prison also. I cannot see what you see, because I am caught up by a strong wind and blown so far in one

direction that I am out of the hoop of your horizon.”

“The angels are so enamored of the language that is spoken in heaven that they will not distort their lips with the

hissing and unmusical dialects of men, but speak their own, whether there be any who understand it or not.”

Experience —

How many individuals can we count in society? how many actions? how many opinions? So much of our time
is preparation, so much is routine, and so much retrospect, that the pith of each man's genius contracts itself to a
very few hours. The history of literature takes the net result of Tiraboschi, Warton, or Schlegel-is a sum of very
few ideas and of very few original tales; all the rest being variation of these. — Reference the American Scholars
essay by Waldo Emerson

On the platform of physics, we cannot resist the contracting influences of so-called science. Temperament puts
all divinity to rout. I know the mental proclivity of physicians. I hear the chuckle of the phrenologists. Theoretic
kidnappers and slavedrivers, they esteem each man the victim of another, who winds him round his finger by
knowing the law of his being; and, by such cheap signboards as the color of his beard or the slope of his
occiput, reads the inventory of his fortunes and character. The grossest ignorance does not disgust like this
impudent knowingness.

Life itself is a mixture of power and form, and will not bear the least excess of either. To finish the moment, to

find the journey's end in every step of the road, to live the greatest number of good hours, is wisdom.




Thomas Mann
Blood of the Walsungs

Death In Venice

Aschenbach had once given direct expression-though in an unobtrusive place to the idea that almost everything
conspicuously great is great in despite: has come into being in defiance of affliction and pain; poverty,
destitution, bodily weak-ness, vice, passion, and a thousand other obstructions.

And that was more than observation—it was the fruit of experience, it was precisely the formula of his life and
fame, it was the key to his work.

Outsiders might be pardoned for believing that his Maia world and the epic amplitude revealed by the life of
Frederick were a manifestation of great power working under high pressure, that they came forth, as it were, all
in one breath. It was the more triumph for his morale; for the truth was that they were heaped up to greatness in
layer after layer, in long days of work, out of hundreds and hundreds of single in-spirations; they owed their
excellence, both of mass and detail, to one thing and one alone; that their creator could hold out for years under
the strain of the same piece of work, with an endurance and a tenacity of purpose like that which had
conquered his native province of Silesia, devoting to actual composition none but his best and freshest hours.

Gustave Aschenbach was the spokesman of all those who labour at the edge of exhaustion; of the
overburdened, of those who are already worn out but still hold themselves upright; of all our modern
moralizers of accomplishment, with stunted growth and scanty resources, who yet contrive by skilful
husbanding and prodigious spasms of will to produce, at least for a while, the effect of greatness. There are
many such, they are the heroes of the age. And in Aschenbach's pages they saw themselves; he justified, he
exalted them, he sang their praise and they, they were grateful, they heralded his fame.

Sammuel Johnson

History of Rasselas — Prince of Abyssinia

“there is more in life to be endured than enjoyed and that the world holds little worth desiring”

" It seems to have been erected only in compliance with that hunger of imagination which preys incessantly
upon life.... He that has built for use, till use is supplied, must begin to build for vanity, and extend his plan to
the uttermost power of human performance, because he may not be soon reduced to form another wish." It is
the hunger of imagination, Johnson concludes, that is the cause of our wretchedness, by continually making us
long for that which we have not got.



These sorrowful meditations fastened upon his mind; he passed four months in resolving to lose no more time
in idle resolves, and was awakened to more vigorous exertion, by hearing a maid, who had broken a porcelain
cup, remark, that what cannot be repaired is not to be regretted.

This was obvious; and Rasselas reproached himself that he had not discovered it; having not known, or not
considered, how many useful hints are obtained by chance, and how often the mind, hurried by her own ardour
to distant views, neglects the truths that lie open before her. He for a few hours regretted his regret, and from
that time bent his whole mind upon the means of escaping from the Valley of Happiness.

Let us therefore, at length, cease to dispute, and learn to live; throw away the encumbrance of precepts, which
they who utter them with so much pride and pomp do not understand, and carry with us this simple and
intelligible maxim: that deviation from nature is deviation from happiness."

To live according to nature, is to act always with due regard to the fitness arising from the relations and
qualities of causes and effects; to concur with the great and unchangeable scheme of universal felicity; to co-
operate with the general disposition and tendency of the present system of things."

We will divide the task between us: you shall try what is to be found in the splendour of courts, and I will range
the shades of humbler life. Perhaps command and authority may be the supreme blessings, as they afford most
opportunities of doing good; for, perhaps, what this world can give may be found in the modest habitations of
middle fortune, too low for great designs, and too high for penury and distress."

“I believe it will be found that those who marry late are best pleased with their children and those who marry
early, with their partners.”

The group enters the pyramid, Pekuah is captured by Arabian prince and held for ransom.

"Of the various conditions which the world spreads before you, which you shall prefer," said the sage, "I am
not able to instruct you. I can only tell that I have chosen wrong. I have passed my time in study without
experience; in the attainment of sciences which can, for the most part, be but remotely useful to mankind./ I
have purchased knowledge at the expense of all the common comforts of life; I have missed the endearing
elegance of female friendship, and the happy commerce of domestic tenderness. If I have obtained any
prerogatives above other students, they have been accompanied with fear, disquiet, and scrupulosity; but even
of these prerogatives, whatever they were, I have, since my thoughts have been diversified by more intercourse
with the world, begun to question the reality. When I have been for a few days lost in pleasing dissipation, I am
always tempted to think that my inquiries have ended in error, and that I have suffered much and suffered it in
vain."

“Variety” said Rasselas, “is so necessary to content, that even the Happy Valley disgusted me by the recurrence
of its luxuries; yet could not forbear to reproach myself with impatience, when I saw the monks of St. Anthony
support, without complaint, a life, not of uniform delight, but uniform hardship."

“of these wishes that they had formed they well knew that none could be obtained. They deliberated awhile
what was to be done, and resolved, that when the inundation should cease, to return to Abyssinia.”



David Goggins
Can 't Hurt Me

This was war alright, but it wouldn’t be fought on some foreign shore. This one, like most battles we fight in

life, would be won or lost in our own minds.

I had to choose between mental suffering in the moment, and the mental anguish of wondering id that one
missed [pull up, that last lap in the pool, the quarter mile I skipped on the road or trail, would end up costing me
an opportunity of a lifetime.

What the fuck are you doing here? This isn’t for you! You cant fucking swim. You’re an imposter and they will
find out!”

There’s a good chance you not gone make it Goggins. This ain’t you bro. This ain’t you. You weren’t born for
this.

But when you have no confidence, it becomes easy to value other people’s opinion without considering the
mind that generated them.

“If it's your teacher, then start doing work of high quality. Spend extra time on your assignments. Write papers
for her that she didn't even assign! Come early to class. Ask questions. Pay attention. Show her who you are and
want to be. Get to work before them. Leave after they go home. Make sure they see that shit, and when it's time
to deliver, surpass their maximum expectations. Whoever you're dealing with, your goal is to make them watch
you achieve what they could never have done themselves. You want them thinking how amazing you are. Take

their negativity and use it to dominate their task with everything you've got. Take their motherfucking soul!”

“My disadvantages had been callousing my mind all along and had prepared me for that moment in that pool
with Psycho Pete”

Karl Marx 1848
My Spill
Is the United States anti-communist posture informed by the absence of a historical background that

communism appears to be built upon?



“We see, therefore, how the modern bourgeoisie is itself the product of a long course of development” — a class
of people informed greatly by institutionalized and systematic means, but contemporarily, a great deal of folks
would say this same process is irrelevant when it comes to African Americans to the tune of something that
reads “slavery was 400 years ago”

The proletarian and Bourgeoise are moving metrics, the circumstances requisite to fall upon these categories are

constantly changing... Who are the Bourgeoise now?
Communist Manifesto

“It is high time that Communists should openly, in the face of the whole world, publish their views, their
aims, their tendencies, and meet this nursery tale of the Spectre of Communism with a manifesto of the party
itself.” — The telos behind communist manifesto, the driving purpose as to why they drafted the document

BOUEE0IS — the class of modern capitalists, owners of the means of social production (eg, factory owners) and
employers of wage labour.,

BEGISERA] — the class of modern wage labourers who, having no means of production of their own, are reduced
to selling their labour power in order to live.

“Freeman and slave, patrician and plebeian, lord and serf, guild-master!' and journeyman, in a word,
oppressor and oppressed, stood in constant opposition to one another, carried on an uninterrupted, now hidden,
now open fight, a fight that each time ended, either in a revolutionary reconstitution of society at large, or in the
common ruin of the contending classes.” - Pretty convincing set up to an argument for communism if I don’t
say so myself

EESUERISIE v as the major economic and political arrangement of the Middle Ages. A feudal lord owned a
single, vast estate and offered protection and housing to many people (Marx lists them here) in exchange for
their labor—farming, fighting, etc. This system concentrated much power in the hands of a very small number
of lords. — Althoough the status quo has changed, the condition of suffering for many has not

The rise of new industry put to end feudalism as closed guilds no longer met demand for the growing enterprise
of trade.

relationships between people have become solely transactional, driven by self-interest and financial exchange.

Capitalism has replaced the more disguised forms of exploitation (hidden behind religious and political
justifications) with a direct, explicit, and harsh form of exploitation.

“The bourgeoisie, by the rapid improvement of all instruments of production, by the immensely
facilitated means of communication, draws all, even the most barbarian, nations into _ The cheap
prices of commodities are the heavy artillery with which it batters down all Chinese walls, with which it forces
the barbarians’ intensely obstinate hatred of foreigners to capitulate. It compels all nations, on pain of
extinction, to adopt the bourgeois mode of production; it compels them to introduce what it calls civilisation
into their midst, i.e., to become bourgeois themselves. In one word, it creates a world after its own image.”

! Guild-master, that is, a full member of a guild, a master within, not a head of a guild. [Engels’s footnote]



- The employment of the word civilization is critical here. The cheap prices of commodity function in
markets analogous to heavy artillery in war; a force not to be reckoned with, only to be understood and
comply.

The forced reliance upon classes, the east to the west, the peasants to the bourgeois, barbarians to civilized, the
rural to urban, has left consequence of a centralized government. — “Independent, or but loosely connected
provinces, with separate interests, laws, governments, and systems of taxation, became lumped together into
one nation, with one government, one code of laws, one national class-interest, one frontier, and one customs-
tariff.”

“The less the skill and exertion of strength implied in manual labour, in other words, the more modern
industry becomes developed, the more is the labour of men superseded by that of women. Differences of age
and sex have no longer any distinctive social validity for the working class. All are instruments of labour, more
or less expensive to use, according to their age and sex.”

“The modern labourer, on the contrary, instead of rising with the process of industry, sinks deeper and deeper

below the conditions of existence of his own class. He becomes a pauper, and pauperism develops more rapidly
than population and wealth.”

The Cash Nexus — new way of relations

The Four Voyages of Christofo Colon

Christophers principal illusion, that he had made the voyage to Asia, was fostered by his need to provide
rapid success or victories in order to get renewed backing his exploration. The islands he discovered was not
rich.... The only wealth of the country lay in its human inhabitants, who could be made to work as slaves in
either Spain or at home. The settlers forced them to dig for non-existent gold, and Columbus advocated
almost at the start for their export to Spain as laborers.

Engaging the teleological structure behind some early accounts for slavery, self-interest and desire have
always been the crux of psychological applications for the slave master, but this one arises in a different

context. Highlights the reach of slavery as a global institution.
skesksk

Takeaways from the written historical account of the Indies by Captain Fernando Gonzalez de Oviedo
(Madrid, 1478 - Santo Domingo, 1557). and the Daily Log Book of Christopher Columbus as he sailed

across the Atlantic

Columbus’s proposals were rejected by Royal England and Portugal. He used God as his vehicle of relation
to garner interest from the Spanish crown. This was only possible due to occupation of the Hesperides
Islands by the Kingdom of Spain under Hesperus’s rule in 1650 B.C.. Columbus parlayed this notion into
the hands of his contemporary Spanish Crown, illustrating that it was of God’s grace that allotted their
returned control of the Indies.



Columbus was only granted resource after Spain finished dealing with the Moors; their last occupation
being in the city of Granada, 1492.

skkok

Columbus lost the Santa Maria on the shore of Hispaniola. The King of the island went to great lengths to
help prompting this note to the Royal King and Queen of Spain: “They are so affectionate and have so little
greed and are in all wats so amendable that I assure your Highness thar there is in my opinion no better

people and no better land in the world.”

He used the lumber and materials from the Santa Maria to build a settlement on the island called Navidad.
He left some Christians there to learn the language and grow familiar with the land. He had one ship left to
return to Castile. “He decided to make no further explorations since he now had only one ship and if this
were wrecked their catholic sovereigns would have no knowledge of these kingdoms which he had just
acquired for them.”

A great storm frustrates the return to Castille. Columbus throws two “Last” Notes explaining their voyage
efforts and demise into the sea in case of death. The Nina reach finally reaches the Azores, a Portuguese
Island. Here, the Admiral and his crew seek to fulfil their promise to pray for the other ship when the
Natives and king of the land hold the Spaniards captive.

“When he heard this, the Admiral called on everyone in the caravel to bear witness, and in answer to the
Portuguese Captain he swore he would not leave the caravel until they have captured a hundred Portuguese
whom they would take home as prisoners and depopulate the island for Spanish taking.”

** Columbus later found out that the King of Portugal ordered to seize possessions and take the Admiral
prisoner by “any means necessary”. Interesting to put in conversation with the reality that Portugal rejected
Columbus and called him a fool for his proposals.

The Admiral found himself approaching the Kingdom of Portugal at sea and asked permission to anchor,
letting it be known he would use any force necessary to protect himself and his findings in fear that the
Portuguese would attempt to defame the Kingdom of Castille.

full-length studies of the Admiral's life: Samuel Eliot Morrison's Admiral of the Ocean Sea (Boston, 1942), which is strongest
on the side of navigation, since its author followed most of the Admiral's journeys from port to port in his own yacht; and
Salvador de Maradiaga Christopher Columbus (London, 1949), an exhaustive psychological study, which advances an
interesting theory of Columbus's Jewish origins. The latest work, Bjorn Lindstrom’s Columbus (London, 1967), is
particularly illuminating on the subject of Columbus's ships, their provisions and equipment.

Walter Pater



Renaissance Conclusion (Essay) - Claiming prestige for yourself regardless of social class. Learning to smell

the roses on your way to whatever occupation

“Experience, already reduced to a group of impressions, is ringed round for each one of us by that thick wall of
personality through which no real voice has ever pierced on its way to us, or from us to that which we can only
conjecture to be without. Every one of those impressions is the impression of the individual in his isolation,

each mind keeping as a solitary prisoner its own dream of a world.”

“Philosophy is the microscope of thought. The theory or idea or system which requires of us the sacrifice of any
part of this experience, in consideration of some interest into which we cannot enter, or some abstract theory we
have not identified with ourselves, or of what is only conventional, has no real claim upon us.”

One of the most beautiful passages of Rousseau is that in the sixth book of the Confessions, where he describes
the awakening in him of the literary sense. An undefinable taint of death had clung always about him, and now
in early manhood he believed himself smitten by mortal disease. He asked himself how he might make as much
as possible of the interval that remained; and he was not biassed by anything in his previous life when he
decided that it must be by intellectual excitement, which he found just then in the clear, fresh writings of
Voltaire.

as Victor Hugo says: we are all under sentence of death but with a sort of indefinite reprieve: we have an
interval, and then our place knows us no more. Some spend this interval in listlessness, some in high passions,
the wisest, at least among the children of this world, among art and song. For our one chance lies in expanding
that interval, in getting as many pulsations as possible into the given time. Great passions may give us this
quickened sense of life, ecstasy and sorrow of love, the various forms of enthusiastic activity, disinterested or
otherwise, which come naturally to many of us. Only be sure it is passion - that it does yield you this fruit of a
quickened, multiplied consciousness. Of such wisdom, the poetic passion, the desire of beauty, the love of art
for its own sake, has most. For art comes to you proposing frankly to give nothing but the highest quality to
your moments as they pass, and simply for those moments' sake.

Joseph Conrad
The Heart of Darkness —
“All Europe contributed to the making of Kurtz”

Marlow’s conversation with the intended and she says they are left with nothing to show for it can be
representative of colonization, how the great powers come in, turn a profit, and leave everybody with nothing

The employment of Marlow telling lies as to be symbolic of the moral progression of a person as they grow to
understand the realities of life within and outside of the heart of darkness.



“They were intruders whose knowledge of life was to me an irritating presence because I felt so sure they could
not possibly know the things I knew.”

“What possible restraint? Was it superstition, disgust, patience, fear — or some kind of primitive honor? No fear
can stand up to hunger, no patience can wear it out, disgust simply does not exist where hunger is and as to

superstition, beliefs, and what you may call principles, they are less than chaff in a breeze. Don’t you know the
deviltry of lingering starvation, its exasperating torment, its black thoughts, its somber and brooding ferocity?”’

“Going up that river was like travelling back to the earliest beginnings of the world, when vegetation rioted on
the earth and the big trees were kings. An empty stream, a great silence, an impenetrable forest.”

“We penetrated deeper and deeper into the heart of darkness... We were wanderers on a prehistoric earth, on an
earth that wore the aspect of an unknown planet.”

The black man lays a claim on the white man which is well-nigh intolerable. It is the laying of this claim which
frightens and at the same time fascinates Conrad, "the thought of
their humanity—like yours . . Ugly."

This reflects Darwinism which, at the time, was about fifty years received so relatively new. Not only did
Darwin indirectly present that black people and white people are descendant of the same being, but it’s captured
by Conrad in his assertion that he could see his own humanity in the Africans. Also present is that humans
reflect their environment, opposed to individual of it

Jean Rhys
Wide Sargasso Sea —

WSS effectively demonstrates the triumph and victory of Slaves in the region, something that was relatively
unexplored at the time of drafting

Luttrell’s shooting of the dog as symbolic of many things concerning the white planters: unrest, unwillingness
to wait, and “if I can’t win everybody loses” attitude

Tia and Antoinette switching dresses as confirmation that the roles are switching, then Mr. Cosway subsidized
an operation to get new dresses made of Muslin, at which point they are transitioning again. — there’s a moment
at the end of part one, where Tia throws a rock at Antoinette, a rock thrown from the working class as she enters

civilization

Christophine is allotted superiority over the slaves because she practices Obeah



“These are the new people at nelsons Rest. They called themselves Luttrell, but English or not English they
were not like old Mr. Luttrell. Old Luttrell spit in their face if he see how they look at you. Trouble walk into
the house this day. Trouble walk in”

Directly after this, Antoinette states that she feels her life is about to change. I draw correlations between the old
and new Luttrell’s because even though things are going to change, her life won’t get any less crazy.

“They’re {negros} too damn lazy to be dangerous. This is the exact same kind of underestimation that allocated
for the Haitian slave revolt, so although not accurate, its accurate for an English man to say

“The black people did not hate us quite so much when we were poor. We were white but we had not escaped
and soon we would be dead fore we had no money left. What was there to hate?”

Binary classism — either you have it, or you don’t. I think this did, and still does, work to provide a liaison
between races today, but only for poor people. I think rich black folks and rich white folks are two different
entities, but starvation knows no colors and that’s why historically it has united the po.

Slavery in the context of Rochester being bought, funding his insecurity and desire to control others

Amon Saba Saakana

The Colonial Legacy in Caribbean Literature —

“generally before war the Ashanti of Ghana took an oath of victory or death” which influenced the nature of
slaves in the Caribbean

“Oath swearing played a larger role in the massive rebellion of 1831 led by Sam Sharpe, in which sum 20,000
Africans participated

Period of apprenticeship before emancipation
“The first indication of a continuation of the unequaled relationship was the awarding of some twenty million
pounds to the planters, and nothing to the Africans. This demonstrates that any vestige of morality which some

writers placed on emancipation was a figment of their imagination.”

Because of the colonization of the mind, the writer has had no choice but to write in the tradition of the

colonizer's literature




Henry Louis Gates

Black in Latin America
Brazil

Haiti

My Takeaways:

Many countries refused to recognize Haiti as a country or as an independent Black Nation. Struggling to be
recognized, they were forced to pay over 1 billion dollars in reparations to France and other European countries
for the Haitian Slave revolt to maintain trade relations with these countries. With this in mind, will reparations
for African Americans in the United States ever be paid? Under the framework of extortion that France
employed, African Americans would need leverage over the United States government in order to demand
reparations in the way that they wanted.

Once the former slave Toussaint L’Ouverture assumed control over the once independent black nation that we
now call Haiti, he employed forced labor tactics in order to maintain sugar production and prop up the economy,
however, he met serious backlash and was regarded as extreme for his actions. After being set up and arrested
by France, his successor, Henry Christophe destroyed anything resembling plantation lifestyle and slavery. After
doing so, the economy fell into a pitfall so travestied that Haiti has never recovered and can now be identified as
one of the poorest countries in the world. Was Toussaint L’Ouverture really the bad guy for employing forced
labor or was he striving to prop up and maintain the booming economy? Is this the framework for American

capitalism?

James Joyce
Dubliners —
Araby —
Eveline -
Two Gallants —

The Dead —



Descendance is a key theme — both traditionally, inheritance, and descent of man: the passing of man after his
last end.

“The tradition of genuine warmhearted courteous Irish hospitality, which our forefathers have handed down to
us and which we in turn must hand down to our descendants, is still alive among us."

“In one letter that he had written to her then he had said: “Why is it that words like these seem to me so dull and

cold? Is it because there is no word tender enough to be your name?’”
Micheal Furey — Gretta’s previous lover who died for her

He did not like to say, even to himself, that her face was no longer beautiful, but he know that is was no longer
the face for which Micheal Fury had braved for death.”

“His own identity was fading out into a gray impalpable world: The solid world itself, which these dead had one

time reared and lived in, was dissolving and dwindling.”

“He thought of how she who lay beside hum gad locked in her heart for so many years that image of her lovers’
eyes when he had told her he did not wish to live.”

“The coffin, said Mary Jane, is to remind them (Monks in the Mount Melleray church” of their last end.”

He mentions how bracing the air was when describing Mount Melleray, as if it was prepared for something to

fall down. Snow.

- by one they (His old aunts) were all becoming shades. Better pass boldly into the other world...it had
begun to snow again. He watched sleepily the flakes, silver and dark, falling obliquely against the lamplight...
His soul swooned slowly as he heard the snow falling faintly through the Universe and faintly falling, like the
descent of their last end, upon all the living and the dead.”

Gabriel was an academic, an author, a writer, and an orator, so maybe his perspective on death and the
insignificance of individual life reflects James Joyce experience writing. I know, as an author, and essayist,
when you don’t have any work published, its real easy to feel like nothing matters because you don’t have
rhetorical agency.




W.E.B. Du Bois
o February 23, 1868, Great Barrington, Massachusetts
o The Souls of Black Folk (1903)
o Black Reconstruction in America (1935)
o The Crisis Magazine (founded 1910)
Langston Hughes
e February 1, 1902, Joplin, Missouri
o The Weary Blues (1926)
o Not Without Laughter (1930)
o Montage of a Dream Deferred (1951)
o The Negro Speaks of Rivers (1921)
Alain Locke
o September 13, 1886, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
o The New Negro (1925)
o The Negro in America (1944)
o Art or Propaganda (1934)
Richard Wright
o September 4, 1908, Natchez, Mississippi
o Uncle Tom's Children (1938)
o Native Son (1940)
o Black Boy (1945)
o The Outsider (1953)
Ralph Ellison
e March 1, 1914, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
o Invisible Man (1952)
o Shadow and Act (1964)
o Going to the Territory (1986)
Zora Neale Hurston
e January 7, 1891, Notasulga, Alabama
o Their Eyes Were Watching God (1937)
o Mules and Men (1935)
o Dust Tracks on a Road (1942)
James Baldwin
e August 2, 1924, New York City, New York
o Notes of a Native Son (1955)
o The Fire Next Time (1963)



Margarett Walker
e July 7, 1915, Birmingham, Alabama
o Jubilee (1966)
o For My People (1942)
o This Is My Century: New and Selected Poems (1989)
Toni Cade Bambara
e March 25, 1939, New York City, New York
o Gorilla, My Love (1972)
o The Salt Eaters (1980)
o Those Bones Are Not My Child (1990)

Alan Locke — The New Negro

- Does not mention violence, kept in the arenas of thought

- For this New Negro, Wright became his most eloquent spokesperson — Notes of a Native Son

“Similarly the mind of the Negro seems suddenly to have slipped from under the tyranny of social intimidation
and to be shaking off the psychology of imitation and implied inferiority.”

“But the desire to be understood would never in itself have been sufficient to have opened so completely the
protectively closed portals of the thinking Negro's mind.”

- Ralph Ellison’s Harlem is Nowhere — surrendering the peasant cynicism

“This is what, even more than any "most creditable record of fifty years of freedom," requires that the Negro of
to-day be seen through other than the dusty spectacles of past controversy. The day of "aunties," "uncles" and
"mammies" is equally gone. Uncle Tom and Sambo have passed on?, and even the "Colonel" and "George" play

barnstorm roles from which they escape with relief when the public spotlight is off. The popular melodrama has
about played itself out, and it is time to scrap the fictions, garret the bogeys and settle down to a realistic facing
of facts.”

“if it ever was warrantable to regard and treat the Negro en masse it is becoming with every day less possible,

more unjust and more ridiculous.”

2 “Uncle Tom and Aunt Jemima are dead, their places taken by an amazingly well-adjusted group of young men and women, almost as
dark, but ferociously literate...” — Notes of a Native Son



- Reference to Ralph Ellison — emphasis on individualistic thinking, negroes were lynched for painting
their homes, keep these two squatting men apart,

“No sane observer, however sympathetic to the new trend, would contend that the great masses are articulate as
yet, but they stir, they move, they are more than physically restless.”

- Strong predictive emotion

“A transformed and transforming psychology permeates the masses.”

“In the intellectual realm a renewed and keen curiosity is replacing the recent apathy; the Negro is being
carefully studied, not just talked about and discussed. In art and letters, instead of being wholly caricatured, he
is being seriously portrayed and painted.”

- LaFargue Psychiatric Clinic — 1946 - 1958

“Subtly the conditions that are molding a New Negro are molding a new American attitude.”
- Reference to Baldwin’s Stranger in the Village “The time has come to realize that the interracial drama
acted out on the American continent has not only created a new black man, but it has also created a new

white man, too.”

“the belief in the efficacy of collective effort, in race co-operation. This deep feeling of race is at present the
mainspring of Negro life. It seems to be the outcome of the reaction to proscription and prejudice; an attempt,

fairly successful on the whole, to convert a defensive into an offensive position, a handicap into an incentive.”

- Reference to Invisible Man / Blinded by the Whites — “imploring his adult children to educate his

grandchildren to use their social invisibility as a weapon.”

“Fortunately from some inner, desperate resourcefulness has recently sprung up the simple expedient of fighting
prejudice by mental passive resistance, in other words by trying to ignore it. For the few, this manna may
perhaps be effective, but the masses cannot thrive upon it.”

Zora Neale Hurston

Their Eyes Were Watching God



“Ah was born back due in slavery, so it wasn’t for me to fulfill my dreams of what a woman oughta be and to
do.”

“Got a house bought and paid for, sixty acres of land across the road... Dats the very prong all us black women
get hung on.”

“You behind a plow! You ain’t got no more business behind a plow than a hog has got with a holiday!”

“Colored folks too envious of one another. That’s how come we don’t get no further that we do. We talk about
the white man keeping us down. Shucks! He don’t have to! We keep our own selves down.”

“my wife don’t know nothing bout no speech making. I never married her for that. She’s a woman and her place

1s in the home.”

“So when speakers stood up when the occasion demanded and said, ‘Our beloved mayor’ it was one of those
statements everybody says but nobody actually believes, like ‘God is everywhere’. It was a handle to wind the

tounge with.”

“Folks sat on the store porch while he was busy inside and discussed him.”

“But at dat, we needs him. The town wouldn’t be nothing if it wasn’t for him.”

“The headrag irked her endlessly, but joe was set on it. Her hair was NOT going to show in the store.”

“"She was borned in slavery time when folks, dat is black) folks, didn't sit down anytime dey felt lak it. So
sittin' on porches lak de white madam looked lak uh mighty fine thing tuh her. Dat's whut she wanted for me-
don't keer what it cost. Git up on uh highchair and sit dere. She didn't have time tuh think whut tuh do after you
got up on de stool uh do nothin'. De object wuz tuh git dere. So Ah got up on de high stool lak she told me, but
Pheoby, Ah done nearly languished tuh death up dere. Ah felt like de world wuz cryin' extry and Ah ain't read de

common news yet."”

“They made them Kkiss... one went outside and chewed grass like a sick dog, he said to keep it from killing

2

him.

“Day by day now the hordes of workers piled in.... Fifty or sixty men slept around each fire, but they had to
pay the man whose land they slept on.”

“There was a suppressed murmur when she picked up a basket and went to work.”



“Even if they don’t take us in with the whites they oughta make us a class to ourselves.”

“Of course he wasn’t dead. He could never be dead until she herself had finished feeling and thinking.”

Percival Punter — somebody Hurston fell in love with during her studies in new York

Hurston was not a radical liberal feminist; she was a traditional individualistic who espoused conservative
views including the idea that slavery did not impede black self-determination and those who made such claims
were tragically colored.

Although Janie’s self-defense killing of tea cake dispels hegemonic manhood in the black community, its
expressly evident that tea cake never dies and this push towards autonomy is a facade. In fact, tea cake is
promoted to legend and hero status, which reinforces that the primary obstacles to Janie and black women’s

empowerment, the black working-class women detractors on the porch and in Mrs. Turner.

Chapter 13, instead of pointing the finger at tea cake for stealing her money, she points the finger at fictional

porch sitting women for critiquing and condemning tea cake and her marriage.

Consider her condemning of her classmates for disapproving of her rapist father despite not knowing his name,
when Janie herself didn’t know him. Further, Janie elects her father deserves empathy, not vilification, because

in seeking out Leafy’s hand in marriage he demonstrates regret for his crimes.

Janie is emasculating to Joe Starks exactly how Mrs. Turner is to Tea Cake and Mr. Turner

“de nigger women can kill up all the men they want... a white man and a nigger woman is the free-est thing on
earth.” A prevailing cultural notion that black women do not suffer as much racial oppression as black men

because they do not pose as serious of a threat to white power and masculinity.

Mrs. Turner refuses to submit and becomes dominated by Tea Cake as he trashes her restraunt. Analogous, after
Janie humiliated him in the grocery store, Joe Starks dominates her by just dying and getting his lasting wishes.

The progression of the novel can be read as relationship based or politically centered around the black

community




Daniel Defoe
Moll Flanders

‘Perhaps,’ said I, ‘it may be some poor widow like me, that had packed up these goods to go and sell them for a
little bread for herself and a poor child and are now starving and breaking their hearts for want of that little they
would have fetched.” And this thought tormented me worse than all the rest, for three- or four-days’ time. BUT
my own distresses silenced all these reflections, and the prospect of my own starving, which grew every day
more frightful to me, hardened my heart by degrees, for now I should be driven by the dreadful necessity of my

circumstances to the gates of destruction, soul and body.

I began to examine it. It is with horror that I tell what a treasure I found there; ’tis enough to say, that besides
most of the family plate, which was considerable, I found a gold chain, an old-fashioned thing, the locket of
which was broken, so that I suppose it had not been used some years, but the gold was not the worse for that;
also a little box of burying-rings, the lady’s wedding-ring, and some broken bits of old lockets of gold, a gold
watch, and a purse with about 24 /. value in old pieces of gold coin, and several other things of value. THIS was
the greatest and the worst prize that ever I was concerned in; for indeed, though, as I have said above, I was
hardened now beyond the power of all reflection in other cases, yet it really touched me to the very soul when I

looked into this treasure,

Sammuel Richardson
Pamela; or Virtue Rewarded

e if you find the least attempt made upon your virtue, be sure you leave everything behind you, and come
away to us; for we had rather see you all covered with rags, and even follow you to the churchyard, than
have it said, a child of ours preferred any worldly conveniences to her virtue.

e Be sure don't let people's telling you, you are pretty, puff you up; for you did not make yourself, and so
can have no praise due to you for it. It is virtue and goodness only, that make the true beauty. Remember
that, Pamela.

e He called to me, and said, Be secret; I charge you, Pamela; and don't go in yet, as I told you. O how poor
and mean must those actions be, and how little must they make the best of gentlemen look, when they
offer such things as are unworthy of themselves and put it into the power of their inferiors to be greater

than they!

e Have I done you any harm? Yes, sir, said I, the greatest harm in the world: You have taught me to forget
myself and what belongs to me, and have lessened the distance that fortune has made between us, by




demeaning yourself, to be so free to a poor servant.

e My father and mother are poor and low in the world, it is true. [ have often grudged myself the affluence
I have lived in, while they have lived so hardly.

e My dear poor parents, I say that word with pleasure; for your poverty is my pride, as your integrity shall
be my imitation.

e But, said I, come to my arms, my dear third parcel, the companion of my poverty, and the witness of my
honest

e “I cannot forbear smiling at the absurdity of persons who value themselves upon their ancestors merits,
rather than their own. Is this not as much as to say they are conscious they have none of their own?”

e But, said I, come to my arms, my dear third parcel, the companion of my poverty, and the witness of my
honest

e [ say no more, lest commit this letter to the happy tiles.

Colette
Cheri-

EM Forster
Howards End

She approaches just as Helen's letter had described her, trailing noiselessly over the lawn and there was
actually a wisp of hay in her hands. She seemed to belong not to the young people and their motor, but to the
house and to the tree that overshadowed it. One knew that she worshipped the past, and that the instinctive
wisdom that the past alone can bestow had descended upon her — that wisdom to which we give the clumsy

name: Aristocracy.

Her speeches fluttered away from the young man like birds. If only he could talk like this, he would have caught
the world. Oh, to acquire culture! Oh, to pronounce foreign names correctly! Oh, to be well-informed,
discoursing at ease on every subject that a lady started! But it would take one years. With an hour at lunch and a
few shattered hours in the evening, how was it possible to catch up with leisured women who had been reading
steadily from childhood? His brain might be full of names, he might have even heard of Monet and Debussy;
the trouble was that he could not string them together into a sentence, he could not make them "tell," and he
could not quite forget about his stolen umbrella. Yes, the umbrella was the real trouble. Behind Monet and
Debussy the umbrella persisted, with the steady beat of a drum. "I suppose my umbrella will be all right," he
was thinking. "I don't really mind about it. I will think about music instead. I suppose my umbrella will be all
right." There had always been something to worry him ever since he could remember, always something that




distracted him in the pursuit of beauty. For he did pursue beauty, and, therefore, Margaret's speeches did flutter
away from him like birds.

She knew this type very well, the vague aspirations, the mental dishonesty, the familiarity with the outsides of
books.

Leaonard Bast: “It was a concert the Queen’s Hall. I think you will recollect,” he added pretentiously, “when I
tell you that it included a performance of the Fifth Symphony of Beethoven.”
Helen: “We hear the Fifth practically every time it’s done, so I’'m not sure I do.”

“No affection gathered round the card, but it symbolized the life of culture, that Jacky should never spoil. At
night he would say to himself: “Well, at all events, she doesn’t’ know about that card.”

She went up to Wickham Place. Leonard returned in her absence. The card, the fatal card, was gone from the
pages of Ruskin

And the voice in the gondola rolled on, piping melodiously of Effort and Self-Sacrifice, full of high purpose,
full of beauty, full even of sympathy and love of men, yet somehow eluding all that was actual and insistent in
Leonard’s life. For it was the voice of one who had never been dirty or hungry, and had not guessed
successfully what dirt and hunger are.

Where Angels Fear to Tread

Norman Doidge
The Brain That Changes Itself

https://www.brainmaster.com/software/pubs/brain/contrib/The%20Brain%20That%20Changes%20Itself.pdf

Neurons that fire together wire together. The use and disuse of neuronal pathways that permit brain

reorganization via neuroplasticity.

“The discovery of the critical period became one of the most famous in biology in the second half of the
twentieth century. Scientists soon showed that other brain systems required environmental stimuli to develop. It
also seemed that each neural system had a different critical period, or window of time, during which it was
especially plastic and sensitive to the environment, and during which it had rapid, formative growth. Language
development, for instance, has a critical period that begins in infancy and ends between eight years and puberty.
After this critical period closes, a person's ability to learn a second language without an accent is limited.
Second languages learned after the critical period are not processed in the same part of the brain as is the native

tongue.”



“Learning in the critical period is effortless because during that period the nucleus basalis is always on. But now
he was asking, could the critical period of effortless learning be extended?”

“Schwartz wondered whether patients could shift the caudate "manually" by paying constant, effortful attention
and actively focusing on something besides the worry, such as a new, pleasurable activity.” p.121

Chapter 4: What Neuroplasticity Teaches Us About Sexual Attraction and Love-

Learning and Unlearning
“In grief, we learn to live without the one we love, but the reason this lesson is so hard is that we first must

unlearn the idea that the person exists and can still be relied on.”

“Critical periods lay the groundwork for our types, but falling in love in adolescence or later provides an
opportunity for a second round of massive plastic change.”

Pleasure Centers

“When the pleasure centers are turned on, everything we experience gives us pleasure. A drug like cocaine acts
on us by lowering the threshold at which our pleasure centers will fire, making it easier for them to turn on. It is
not just cocaine that can lower the threshold at which our pleasure centers fire... falling in love lowers the
threshold at which the pleasure centers will fire.”

“The enamored person falls in love not only with the beloved but with the world and romanticizes his view of

it b

Books
The Privileged Poor —
Privileged Poor — Low Income, Private School

Doubly Disadvantaged — Low Income, Pubic School

“For the doubly disadvantaged college is less about finding opportunities than it is about discovering new
constraints”

“At Harvard, 40 percent of students go into management consulting. 40 percent of students don’t come to

Harvard thinking about management consulting.”



lan Watt’s The Rise of the Novel

The present inquiry therefore takes another direction: assuming that the appearance of our first three novelists
within a single generation was probably not sheer accident, and that their geniuses could not have created the
new form unless the conditions of the time had also been favorable, It attempts to discover what these favorable
conditions in the literary and social situation were, and in what ways Defoe, Richardson and Fielding were its

beneficiaries.

The 'realism' of the novels of Defoe, Richardson and Fielding is closely associated with the fact that Moll

Flanders is a thief, Pamela a hypocrite, and Tom Jones a fornicator.

Defoe and Richardson were unprecedentedly independent of the literary conventions which might have
interfered with their primary intentions, and they accepted the requirements of literal truth

With Defoe this closeness is mainly physical, with Richardson mainly emotional, but in both we feel that the
writer's exclusive aim is to make the words bring his object home to us in all its concrete particularity, whatever

the cost in repetition or parenthesis or verbosity.

Considering formal realism as an authentic form, how do you figure the class of reading people factors into the
equation? If Moll Flanders life is authentic to somebody who doesn’t read, and the class who does read is
dominantly gentle, classy, people, how does authenticity register?

Articles
1. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2533683/

“Here, we report an association between one of the human genotype variations in the RS3 and traits
reflecting pair-bonding behavior in men, including partner bonding, perceived marital problems, and marital
status, and show that the RS3 genotype of the males also affects marital quality as perceived by their
spouses.”

Out of the many self-help and psychology books I read, the only one to mention the RS3 334 allele as
described above was Incognito: The Secret Lives of The Brain by David Eagleman. There he writes that if
society became scientifically literate and informed, every woman would want their potential spouses tested
for genotype variations in the RS3 334 allele because the variations of this gene link to behavioral changes
so drastic that direct correlations can be drawn between gene reception and infidelity.


https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2533683/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2533683/

2. https://www.jstor.org/stable/24504272?searchText=Simulated+traces+of+four+targets+being+simultane
ously+encoded+by+eSTST-+model+%28top%29+during+a+sustained+attentional+episode+at+100+ms
+stimulustonsett+asynchrony&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3DSimulated%2Bt
races%2Bof%2Bfour%?2Btargets%2Bbeing%2Bsimultaneously%2Bencoded%2Bby%2BeSTST%2Bmo
del%2B%2528t0p%2529%2Bduring%2Ba%?2Bsustained%2Battentional %2Bepisode%2Bat%2B100%2
Bms%?2Bstimulus%2Bonset%2Basynchrony&ab_segments=0%2Fbasic_expensive solr_cloud%2Fcont
rol&refreqid=fastly-default%3A7ee773029eb2db9592ee0f8690c89557 &seq=1

“However, there is mounting evidence that the brain is capable of encoding multiple items into short-term
memory (STM) at once, such as lag-1 sparing, in which two targets are apparently encoded together.”

This is the best blurb I’ve ever read on the Theory of Attention Control and it’s experimental applications
toward understanding the facilities and operations of human memory. I denounce it as the best because I
have yet to fully understand it. If our brains were simple enough to be understood, we wouldn’t understand
them.

Authors I’ve Read
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1 Kiese Laymon
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